
 

 The Eastport Arts Center would like to thank all the grantors, 
donors and volunteers who made the 2009 performance season a suc-
cess.  During the year, we offered over 80 performing and visual art 
events at the Eastport Arts Center, nearly doubling the number of 
events from the previous year.  With an average of 45 people in atten-
dance at each event, our season has definitely been wonderful.  Over 
100 program volunteers and 165 donors contributed to this success 
and we hope that it carries on to 2010.   

 This year, we welcomed 76 new donors to the Eastport Arts 
Center and over 75% of our past donors increased their 2008 donation 
to help us reach the C.F. Adams Charitable Trust Challenge of 
$15,000 new and increased donations. This goal has allowed the EAC 
to receive a $25,000 grant that will go towards general operating and 
administration.  Along with support from the C.F. Adams Charitable 
Trust, the EAC received a $25,000 grant from the Quimby Family 
Foundation, which will also go towards program coordination, office 
support, and building upkeep.   
 

We would like to thank all who have made this season one of the best! 

Over 80 events and 76 new donors 

 Before the snow falls in 2009, the EAC hopes to  break ground on a project that has 
been highly anticipated by the community for the past year.   Careful thought and planning 
went into the design of our new wheelchair ramp and lift, which was designed by Denis Pratt 
of Alpha One, a Maine business that specializes in handicapped accessibility projects. This 
project upon completion will increase accessibility to the arts on our first floor workshop 
space and our second floor performing arts space.  Funding for this project came from a 
Community Development Block Grant, USDA Rural Development, the Maine Arts Commis-
sion, Accessibility in Maine’s Cultural Facilities, and community support.  
 Handicapped accessibility is near to the heart of Eastport resident Marged Higgin-
son. Six years ago, shortly after she and her husband Peter retired to Eastport, Peter was 
diagnosed with end-stage cancer. His health declined rapidly and Marged says, “He learned 
fast how inhospitable Eastport [infrastructure] was to his newly incapacitated body. It was 
humbling.” 
 When Peter Higginson was a very young child growing up in England, he spent a 
great deal of time in a bomb shelter. During the school day, between bombings, the City of 
Manchester presented concerts, plays and ballets to the school children. This love of the 
arts stayed with Peter all his life, Marged remembers.  ...continued on page 2 

Handicapped Accessibility at the Arts Center 

We nurture the growth of arts within an arts interactive, collaborative environment. Fall 2009 
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 A tradition at the Fourth of July festivities in Eastport, the Moose Island Follies 
Variety Show has become a treasure for the Eastport Arts Center.  The Follies event, 
which is held the two days before July 4th, pulls together a variety of local talent for the 
entertainment of the community and the benefit of the EAC, which applies the funds to-
ward operating expenses.  Director of the 2009 Follies, Lauren Simpson, creatively 
brings together professional and amateur musicians, dancers, actors, and poets into an 
entertaining evening, with dessert buffet and VIP seating.  Performers range in age from 
school age children to seasoned musicians in their 70’s, and represent local communities 
spanning the miles from St. Stephen to Machias. They present a range of musical styles 
including folk, classical, jazz, improvisation, popular, and international, along with com-
edy, four different styles of dance, and the spoken word. This year, the event was hosted 
by new emcee Gene Nichols, and returning emcees Reuben Grannis and Francis 
Schuth. The consensus is that it was the best Follies yet. The Follies brought in approxi-
mately $3,500 for the Eastport Arts Center, which greatly appreciates everyone’s hard 
work and determination.  The Moose Island Follies will be held on July 2 and 3 in 2010, 
which will be its sixth year.    
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staff, have discussed our hopes and dreams 
for the 2010 season and we would like to 
expand in several directions. We hope for 
more visual and performing arts workshops, 
community-wide fiddle classes, more theater 
activities, art lectures and a wider variety of 
art exhibits in the EAC space. If you have 
any suggestions on what you would like to 
see at the EAC, email your  
suggestions to info@eastportartscenter.com.  

 Autumn at the Eastport Arts 
Center is a time where we all step back 
and take a breath after the busy summer 
season. Already we have begun to 
schedule our 2010 events. Our pro-
grams, the Concert Series, ArtsBloom, 
the Eastport Gallery, Eastport Strings, 
Stage East, Passamaquoddy Bay Sym-
phony Orchestra and the Northern 
Lights Film Society, along with EAC 

Handicapped Accessibility at the Arts Center continuedé 
 After his death in 2002, friends from 15 states and four countries honored Peter’s 
life by supporting a fund that Marged and her two daughters created in his memory. That 
fund of $2,000 will be used to help provide handicapped accessibility to the Eastport Arts 
Center. 
 Eastport resident Karen Harner says of her own experiences, “To see my daugh-
ter in a play I must be carried up the stairs by three people. Art opens up your life. If I had 
regular accessibility to the arts center I could play alto clarinet with the Passamaquoddy 
Bay Symphony Orchestra and direct a Stage East production.” 
 We hope to have this project completed by Spring 2010 and are planning a 
grand party to celebrate the event. Anyone wishing to help support the Eastport Arts 
Center’s Handicapped Accessibility Fund  can mail a check to us at P.O. Box 153,  
Eastport, ME 04631. 

2009 Donors for EAC and  

Constituent Programs 
Anonymous Donor *Handicap Fund 

Thomas Adelman 
John and Marjorie Ahlin *PBSO 

Sammy Anderson *Handicap Fund 

Linda and Ted Andrei 
Nancy Asante 

Samuel Atmore 

Kay Ball 
Reggie Baskerville *PBSO 

Charles Bardong and Ann-Britt Berglund 

Louis and Marilyn Bernardini 
John Venskus & Carolee Bier*HandicapFund 

Mary Beth & Bret Blanchard *Handicap Fund 

Bev and Don Bley 

Evelyn Bowden *PBSO & EAC 

Lynn Bowden 

Leonard and Mabel Bowles 
Scottie Boyle 

Mary-Lou Breitborde 

Julia Brilliott  
Janice Brown  

Chris Brown 

William and Lenore Buehner *PBSO & EAC 

C. Paul and Elizabeth Bush 

Arthur Cadieux 

Tari and Richard Camick 
Lisa and Fred Carollo 

Jeremy Chapman *PBSO 

Dianna Christakos *PBSO 
Nancy and Reginald Clark 

Mark and Sharon Cook 

Suzanne and Paul Crawford 
Paul Critchley 

Rich and Tammy Dean 

Sally DeCicco 
Ron Sexton and Christine Deering PH.D 

Robert and Patricia Derry 

Francis and Patricia Desmond *PBSO 
Mark DeVoto 

Michael Chudy and Kathi DiMiceli 

Sylvia Scofield and Robert Disch 
Jean Schild and Frances Drabick 

Susanne Duffy 

Daniel and Helen Earley 
Jane Beckett Engfer 

Katharine Evans 

Ralph Farris, Jr. 

Henry and Judith Feldman 

Gail and Thomas Finlay *PBSO 
Jackie Knox &Judith Flagg  

(In memory of Stephen Tooze) 

O Jos. II & Gera Fleming *Handicap Fund 
Barbara Fox 

David Addison and Brenda French 

Edward French 
Doug and Dovie Gaither *PBSO & EAC 

Betty Gardner 

Ben and Hilary Georgia 
Ann Cornelison and David Gholson *PBSO 

Dr. Harold Goodman 

Rebecca Greenberg *PBSO & EAC 
Peter and Lorna Greene 

Jeff and Shelby Greene 

June Gregory 
Mary T. Grove 

Christine and Douglas Guy *PBSO 

Pamela Harding *PBSO 
Karen Harner *PBSO 

Mark and Donna Hickman 

Patricia Hicks 
Marged Higginson *Handicap Fund  

(In memory of Dr. Roland French) 

Moose Island Follies Benefit Raises $3,500 

Emcees, Gene Nichols, Francis Schuth and 

Reuben Grannis perform a skit   

Pieces of String 

The EAC Constituent Programs 

UMM Ukulele Club & Friends 



 In 1990 Stage East established itself as a permanent theater program in Eastport, 
and soon began producing 3-4 performances each year.  Over time, Stage East has 
grown into a household name, involving many community members in the process of the-
atrical production.  Actors, stage crew, light crew, house managers, ticket volunteers and 
audience participants all contribute to the continuing success of Stage East.  The year 
2010 marks Stage East’s 20th season and members are working on creating a spectacu-
lar season that will not be soon forgotten.  The season will open with a comedy in May, 
the summer performance will be a drama, and the season will finish off in the fall with a 
mystery. Season tickets will be sold in March through the first performance and it is likely 
that season pass holders will also receive special offers and invitations to special  
anniversary events.   

For the spring of 2010, Eastport Strings Artistic Director, Alice St. Clair, has invited a 
student quartet from the New England Conservatory to Eastport.  This group of semi-
professionals will work with three Eastport Strings quartets during a weeklong inten-
sive learning program.  Within this week, the NEC quartet will work with local students 
and community members, along with presenting two concerts.  Alice St. Clair initiated 
discussions with Tanya Maggi, program coordinator of NEC, in the spring of 2009 to 

explore ways to cement a mutually rewarding collaboration between NEC and the East-
port Strings program.  The project is designed to bring interns from NEC to Eastport for one 
week in May 2010 as a component of the spring semester.  Each intern/student will mentor 
a student quartet with the goal of inspiring the full ensemble and the broader community 
with their enthusiasm and musical experience.  Within this intensive week, the Eastport 
Strings quartets will prepare an evening performance for the community. Meanwhile,  the 
young adult semi-professional musicians will utilize their time in Eastport to practice inten-
sively, and give a series of their own performances for school groups as well as the local 
Arts Center community. We anticipate that the project will be the beginning of a long-term, 
ongoing exchange with professional music organizations and individuals. Eastport Strings 
will seek community-based funding in the future through fundraising activities to bring pro-
fessional musicians to Eastport on an annual basis. Included in the project  vision for East-
port Strings is to apply for a Meet the Composer grant available through the National En-
dowment for the Arts. Through this grant, guest composers will be brought to Eastport to 
both foster a greater appreciation of a wide range of music for our students and the  
community at large as well as serve as mentors to the musical director.  

Eastport Strings Collaboration 
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The Harald Saeverud Music Program/PBSO 

 In the coming months the Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony Orchestra will obtain 
its own nonprofit status by merging with the Harald Saeverud Music Program, a nonprofit 
that promotes and plays the music of the late Harald Saeverud, who is a national musical 
treasure of Norway.  Founder  and conductor of the PBSO, Trond Saevurud,  has brought 
forward this change to help PBSO overcome fundraising obstacles.  PBSO will now be 
more able to apply for a variety of grant funding, including grants in Norway.  While still 
working closely with the Eastport Arts Center on grant writing and fundraising, PBSO 
hopes for greater support and expansion in its international efforts in bringing together 
musicians from Canada and the United States. If you would like to donate to the new Har-
ald Saevurud Music Program/PBSO, please contact Douglas Gaither, President of the 
PBSO board at  dgaither@roadrunner.com.  

Stage East’s 20th Season Celebration for 2010 

Eastport Strings Photos by Sarah Hood 

Eastport Strings Photos by Sarah Hood 

PBSO rehearsal 2009 
Photo courtesy of Leanne Frost 

Stage East’s “70, Girls, 70” by Fred Ebb, 
directed by Nancy Tintle, August 2009 

Photo by Heidi Reidell 

Stage East’s “Quilters”  
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Schedule of Events  

Sunday, Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27 the 
Northern Lights Films Society 
will present a contemporary  or 
classic film. Films TBA 

Thursday, Dec. 3, 10, 17 & 
Weds. 23. Eastport Buying Club 
will be available between 2  & 
4pm. Email: eatlocaleast-
port@yahoo.com for info. 

Thursday, Dec. 3 & 10 PBSO 

will have rehearsals between 7-
9:30pm. 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 12 & 19 East-
port Strings will have rehearsal 
between 9-1pm. 

Saturday Dec. 12 The EAC will 
have a Holiday Sale with local 
artisans and farmers, 10am-
2pm 

Sunday, Dec. 13 PBSO will 
have a winter concert 3pm, $10 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 EAC Board 
Meeting 

Saturday Dec. 19 Eastport 
Strings concert 7pm 

Monday, Dec. 21 Stage East 
play reading group 6:30pm 

Thursday, Dec. 31 Stage East 
TBA  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
Buying Club 

Rehearsal 

4 5  
Rehearsal 

6 
 
7pm Film 

7 8 9 10 
Buying Club 

Rehearsal 

11 12  
Rehearsal 
Holiday Sale 

13 3pm 
Concert 
7pm Film 

14 15 
Board 
Meeting  

16 17 
Buying Club 

18 19 rehearsal 
7pm  
Concert 

20 
 
7pm Film 

21 play 
reading  
 

22 23 
Buying Club 

24 
 

25 26 

27 
 
7pm Film 

28 29 30 31 New 
Years Eve 
Events TBA 

HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR! 

 

December 2009 

Schedule of Events  

Sunday, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 
the Northern Lights Films Soci-
ety will present a contemporary  
or classic film. Films TBA 

Tuesday Nov. 3, 10, 17, & 24 
Christine Felker will teach yoga 
at the EAC at 2:45, 4, and 
5:15pm, $5. 

Thursday, Nov. 5, 12, 19, & 
Weds. 25.  Eastport Buying 
Club will be available between 
2  & 4pm. Email: eatlocaleast-
port@yahoo.com for info. 

Thursday, Nov. 5, 12 & 19, 
PBSO will have rehearsals 
between 7 ï9:30pm. 

Saturday, Nov.7, 14 & 21, East-
port Strings will have rehearsal 
between 9-1pm. 

Sunday Nov.15, Harvest Market 
Sale, 10am-2pm. 

Sunday Nov. 15, Stage East 
Annual Meeting 4-6pm 

Monday, Nov. 16 Stage East 
play reading group 6:30pm 

Tuesday, Nov. 17, EAC Board 
Meeting 6:30pm 

Saturday, Nov. 28  
    TBA Elvis 7pm  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
7pm Film 

2 3 
yoga 

4 5 
Buying Club 

Rehearsal 

6 7  
Rehearsal 

8 
 
7pm Film 

9 10 
yoga 

11 12 
Buying Club 

Rehearsal 

13 14  
Rehearsal 

15 Harvest 
Sale 
Stage East 
7pm Film 

16 
Play  
reading  

17 yoga 
 
Board 
Meeting 

18 19 
Buying Club 

Rehearsal 

20 21 
Rehearsal 

 

22 
 
7pm Film 

23 
 

24  
yoga 

25 
Buying Club 

26Happy 
Thanksgiv-
ing! 

27 28  
7pm Elvis 

29 
 
7pm Film 

30      

November 2009 



 The year 2010 is the Eastport Gallery’s 25
th
 anniver-

sary!  In 1985 a group of eight artists living in the area opened 
the Eastport Gallery on Water Street as a cooperative, non-
profit gallery. The following year they added five more artists to 
the cooperative and began to offer a few concerts, films, and 
poetry readings to draw community members into the gallery 
space.  During the next few years, the Gallery’s membership 
and contribution to the cultural life of the community continued 
to grow.  In 1990, they formed a 501(c)3 umbrella organization 
named the Eastport Arts Center, of which the Gallery became a 
part, and which adopted the programs that the Gallery had fos-
tered throughout the years. 
 The Eastport Gallery is currently located on Water 
Street and has continued to thrive.  It now shows the work of 27 
member artists representing a wide range of styles of high qual-
ity.  The Gallery is launching its 2010 season with a “25

th
 Anni-

versary Show”, for which they are soliciting work from all of the 
artists who ever showed at the Eastport Gallery.  They are 
pleased to have fostered, and are now a part of, the artistic ren-
aissance that is taking place in Eastport. 

 The Eastport Arts Center will be hosting a Market 
Day Harvest Sale on November 15th and a Holiday Sale on  
December 12th to help benefit  the EAC’s Handicapped  
Accessibility Project. The market will be open between the 
hours of 10am-2pm on both days. Booth space will be  
available for rental to any interested farmers or artisans .  
 Last year’s Holiday Sale was a success and we 
hope that this year people take advantage of purchasing 
locally grown and made items, which will support commu-
nity members.  The Harvest Sale will be aimed at the 
Thanksgiving Dinner, with storage crops and meat  avail-
able. The EAC will sell pies, breads and other items to 
complete your holiday table. We will also have raffle items 
available; the drawing will be held on December 12 at the 
Holiday Sale. 
 Booth space is available for the Harvest Sale at 
$10 and the Holiday Sale at $25. If you would like to sign 
up for both days, the cost will be $30.  Give us a call at  
853-4650 if you are interested.  Last year we welcomed 20 
vendors to the Holiday Sale and hope that you will join us 
this year for this great benefit event. 
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2009 Donors continued... 
Marged Higginson *PBSO, EAC & Handicap Fund 

(The Peter Higginson Fund) 
Jane Hinson *PBSO & EAC 

Marie Jones Holmes 
Mark and Leslie Howe 

Sydney and Richard Hungerford *PBSO 

Susan Esposito and Dianne Hunnewell 
Joe and Janet Hunt 

Lisa Jackson 

Gwendolyn Jones *Eastport Strings 

Doug and Kathryn Kaeka 

Barbara Kendall *Handicap Fund 

Robert & Eleanor Kennedy  
(*PBSO, Handicap Fund, & EAC) 

Martin and Grazina Klein 

Richard and Elsie Larson *PBSO 
Thom Kimes and David Lewis 

Hilda and Sidney Lewis 

Dawn Loper 
Gordon and Susan Lumsden 

Valerie Maggiani 

Gregory and Susan Maxwell *Handicap Fund 
Mary Alice and Robert McAllister*ArtsBloom 

Jean McCawley *Piano Fund 

Anne and Charles McHugh *PBSO & EAC 

Ronald and Edith McPherson 

John and Mary Meacher 

Mary Gail Menzel *PBSO, Handicap Fund & EAC 

Raine Brundige Miller 

Roger Conti and Merilyn Mills 

Anne and Michael Moody 
Dr. Nima Moghaddas-Morgan and 

Ronald Morgan 

Michael and Hope Morse *PBSO 
Fran and Chris Mulcahy, Sr. 

Edward and Marie Mullen 

Mildred and Lincoln Mulno 
Anthony Newcomb 

Suzanne OôConnor, PH.D. *PBSO 
Marie Orrell *PBSO 

Shallee Page *PBSO 

Inez and Frank Pastore 
Jeanne Peacock 

Harold Clossey and Heather Perry 

Wayne and Gail Peters *PBSO & EAC 
Jett and John Peterson 

Joseph and Pina Pilaro 

James Poffley *PBSO & EAC 

Ralph Ray 

Nancy Raye 

Fr. Thomas L. Reed 
Robert and Margaret Richardson  

(*PBSO, Eastport Strings & EAC) 

Ronald and Zeila Rosenfeld *PBSO 
Thomas and Susan Rostas *PBSO 

Lynn and Richard Rutledge 

John Rutledge, Jr. *PBSO 
Brian and Alice Schuth *PBSO 

Ed and Pat Scott *PBSO 

Phyllis Siebert *PBSO 
Nanette Sepik *Eastport Strings 

Sharyn and Thomas Sexton 

Tina Shannon *Eastport Gallery & EAC 
Stuart Shotwell 

Lou Esposito & Lauren Simpson *PBSO&EAC 

Geraldine Simpson  
(In honor of Lauren Simpson and Lou Esposito) 

Geraldine Simpson *PBSO 

Jonathon & Linda Sisson*PBSO & Handicap Fund 
Greg Biss and Barbara Smith 

Maija and Michael Speer  

(*PBSO, Eastport Strings & EAC) 
John and Mary Squibb 

Lee Suta 

Pete Morse & Helen Swallow *Handicap Fund 
Donna and John Thayer Jr. 

Joyce and Paul Weber 

Heron and Melinda Weston 

Harvest and Holiday Sales 

Children’s clothing and gift by  
Jana Markow 2008 

Market Day vegetables, 2009 

Eastport Gallery Celebrates 25 Years 

Peace 
Elizabeth Ostrander 

Patricia Music 
Wood-carver 
David Orrell 

Joyce Weber 



The success of any great nonprofit organization 
depends on a strong support system of donors and 
volunteers. Support from the local community helps 
the Arts Center continue to provide quality arts and 
educational experiences for everyone and also al-
low for program expansion. Do your part to ensure 
that the Arts Center continues by volunteering your 
talents and craftsmanship. Every year, the Arts 
Center acknowledges our many donors and  

volunteers at our Donor and Volunteer Thank You Event. 
 
We have many volunteer needs at the EAC: 

Grant research & writing 

Committee members 

Mailings 

Arts Center maintenance 

Carpentry 

Landscaping 

Painting 

Box office greeters & ticket takers 

Poster and brochure distribution 

Baked goods for receptions 

Theater crew 

Theater lights 

Actors 

Musicians 

Educators 

Programs  

 

P.O. Box 153 
36 Washington Street 
Eastport, ME 04631 
(207)853-4650 
 
 

Website: www.eastportartscenter.com 
Email: info@eastportartscenter.com 

Volunteers—We can’t do it without you! 
Donors Continued... 

Lora Whelan *Handicap Fund 

Mary and Clayton Wilcox 
Jean Wilhelm 

Jim and Lane Willey 

James and Diana Young 
Louis and Judith Zawislak *Matching 

Pierre Woog & Kendall Zeigler *PBSO & EAC 

 

2009 Business Donors for EAC and  

Constituent Programs 
Bowman Studio, Leslie Bowman 
Cummings Garage, James & Shirley Spinney 

Davis Estate *Eastport Strings 
Greystone B&B, Candace and Alan Dwelley 

Fine Artist Made, Joyce Jackson & Patrick Mealey 

Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation *Matching 
Harris Point Cabins & Motel 

Icehouse Wine & Cheese, Audrey Patterson 

Little River Veterinary Clinic, Inc., William Newcomb 
Machias Savings Bank *PBSO 

Maine Blackfly Breeder Association *Handicap Fund 

Maine State Employee Combined Charitable Appeal 
Moose Island Marine, Inc. 

Partmon Houghton Trust Fund, David Gholson *Handicap Fund 

Professional Land Surveyor, Bob Costa 
Tax & Accounting Service, Tammi J. Smith 

The First, N.A. *PBSO 

The Quoddy Tides 
The Steeple People/Blueberry Mountain, Belden Morse 

Treworgy Pharmacy 

 

In-Kind Donations 

Nancy Asante 

Greg Biss 
CES, Inc. 

Alice Chen 

Bob Costa, Land Surveyor 
Dancing Dog Pottery 

Michael Chudy & Kathi DiMiceli 

Eastport for Pride 
Chris  and Steve Grannis 

Shelby E.H. Greene 

Katieôs on the Cove 
Roland LaVallee 

Patrick Mehr 

 

Ticket-Takers for Stage East 

International Dinner 
2009 

Jean Wilhelm painting 
railings in 2005 

Robert Sanchez,  
volunteering as a  

performer for Eastport 

Market Day 2009 

I would like to make a donation to the Eastport Arts Center in the amount of: 
 
Ä $25 Ä $50 Ä $100   Ä $250   Ä $500    Ä $1000    Ä $________ 
 
 
Please make all checks payable to the Eastport Arts Center.  
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 
           
Acct#     exp.  Signature 
         
Name (s) 

         
Address 

          
Phone     Email 

 
The Eastport Arts Center is a 501(c)3 Charitable Organization. 

Our mission is ñto stimulate and nurture an appreciation of the visual and performing arts and the 
creative process, and to provide a home and an environment within the community  

where they can prosper.ò 

Linda Milenkovic 
Andy Pottle 

R &M IGA, Eastport 

Tina Shannon 
John & Anita Sivertson 

Jan Smalarz 

The Blue Iris 
The Commons 

The Happy Crab 

The Quoddy Tides 
The Woolly Moose 

Joyce Weber 

Lora Whelan 


